
   

 

 

  
 2015 Annual Report 

FY 2015: September 1, 2014-August 31, 2015 



  2 
 

 

 

 

Contents 

ABOUT THE NBCRNA 3 

ACCREDITATION 4 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 5 

2015 CONTRIBUTIONS 5 

NBCRNA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 6 

ELECTIONS 8 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO 9 

ADVANCING THE PROFESSION 10 

CERTIFICATION 11 

RECERTIFICATION 12 

CONTINUED PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION (CPC) 13 

CPC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 14 

SUBSPECIALTY CERTIFICATION:  

THE NONSURGICAL PAIN MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION (NSPM-C) 15 

The National Board of Certification and 

Recertification for Nurse Anesthetists (NBCRNA) 

promotes patient safety through credentialing 

programs that support lifelong learning. We help 

ensure that the CRNA credential continues to be 

seen as the mark of excellence in health care. 
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ABOUT THE NBCRNA 
 

The National Board of Certification and Recertification for Nurse 

Anesthetists (NBCRNA) is a not-for-profit corporation organized 

under the laws of the state of Illinois.  

NBCRNA credentialing provides assurances to the public that 

certified individuals have met objective, predetermined 

qualifications for providing nurse anesthesia services.  

While state licensure provides the legal credential for the practice of 

professional nursing, private voluntary certification indicates 

compliance with the professional standards for practice in this 

clinical nursing specialty. 

The primary goal of the NBCRNA is to protect the well-being of the 

public by seeking to ensure that nurse anesthetists have the 

necessary knowledge and skills to practice safely and effectively. In 

so doing, we also protect the value of the CRNA credential.  

The National Board of Certification and Recertification for Nurse 

Anesthetists (NBCRNA) is responsible for the credentialing functions 

for nurse anesthetists.  

The NBCRNA is focused on excellence in credentialing.  

  

 

Vision 
The vision of the NBCRNA is to 

be recognized as the leader in 

advance practice nurse 

credentialing.  
 
 
 
 

Mission 
The mission of the NBCRNA is to 

promote patient safety through 

credentialing programs that 

support lifelong learning.  
 

 
 

Responsibility  
The NBCRNA is responsible for 

ensuring that the credentialing 

standards of nurse anesthetists 

meet nursing specialty 

accreditation standards and 

support competency among 

nurse anesthesia providers.  
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Accreditation   
 
 

NCCA Accreditation 

The primary certification and recertification 

programs of the 

NBCRNA are accredited 

through April 2017 by 

the National 

Commission for 

Certifying Agencies (NCCA), a private not-for-

profit organization. The NCCA is the 

accrediting branch of the Institute for 

Credentialing Excellence (ICE), which is the 

national standard setting organization for 

credentialing groups, including certification 

boards, licensing boards, and associations. The 

NBCRNA has been continuously accredited by 

the NCCA since 1980.  

ABSNC Accreditation 

The primary certification and recertification 

programs 

of the 

NBCRNA 

are accredited through July 2017 by the 

Accreditation Board for Specialty Nursing 

Certification (ABSNC) of the American Board of 

Nursing Specialties (ABNS). The ABNS is the 

national peer review program for specialty 

nursing credentialing organizations. ABNS 

serves as the national umbrella organization for 

nursing specialty certification boards authorized 

and recognized to certify nurse specialists in the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

Enhancing the Value of the Credential through Nationally Accepted Standards 

ABSNC accreditation means that the NBCRNA credentialing programs meet the standards of the only 

accreditation program for nursing specialties. The NBCRNA was one of the first national credentialing 

organizations to be recognized and accredited by the ABSNC. It promotes the highest quality of 

specialty nursing practice through the establishment of standards of professional specialty nursing 

certification. 

NCCA accreditation means that the NBCRNA credentialing programs meet the highest national 

voluntary standards for private certification. NCCA accreditation validates the credential against the 

accepted standards across all credentialed professions. 

Together, NCCA and ABSNC accreditation provides a strong and widely accepted standard for the 

nurse anesthetist credential that has been institutionalized in many position descriptions as a practice 

requirement or as the standard for demonstrating equivalency. It has been recognized in state nurse 

practice acts and state rules and regulations. 
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Letter from the President  
 

 
Letter from Edward Waters, DNP, CRNA 
2014-2015 NBCRNA President 
 
¢ƘŜ b./wb!Ωǎ нлмп-2015 fiscal year (September 1, 2014-August 31, 2015) was remarkable in many 
respects. We worked closely with the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA) to refine 
elements of the Continued Professional Certification (CPC) Program, and adjusted the start date to 

August 1, 2016. We established liaisons with the AANA Board to further coordination and communication, and for the 
first time in our history, held an election that enabled currently certified nurse anesthetists to elect a member to the 
NBCRNA Board. To support health services research that is critical to addressing key challenges facing our profession, 
the NBCRNA is backing the work of the AANA foundation with a substantial grant and working in collaboration to 
implement the research program. 
 
On behalf of the NBCRNA, I would also like to express gratitude to our partner organizations, particularly the AANA. The 
NBCRNA and AANA developed strong working relationships at the staff level this year, mirroring the exchanges at the 
board level. This collaboration has strengthened both organizations, and I anticipate building on this great progress in 
the coming year. 
 
I want to express my appreciation to all of the board members of NBCRNA, who continue to volunteer enormous time 
and effort to the betterment of our profession. I must single out our outgoing board members, Dr. Paul Jones, our 
surgeon member, and Dr. Joseph Fink, our public member. Their insight and advice were extremely valuable and they 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ b./wb!Ωǎ /9hΣ 5ǊΦ YŀǊŜƴ tƭŀǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 
committed and highly professional staff. Their dedication to their responsibilities is what enables us to effectively serve 
the profession. 
 
As we reflect on a successful 2015, we look forward to continuing our commitment to supporting lifelong learning and 
the profession of nurse anesthesia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributions  
In FY 2015, the NBCRNA was pleased to have committed to the following contributions in support of the nurse 

anesthesia profession: 

¶  AANA Foundation ς HSR Research $1,000,000 
¶  Anesthesia Patient Safety Foundation $    100,000 
¶  AANA Annual Meeting (Aug. 2015)                                                               $      82,500 
¶  AANA Annual Meeting Sponsorships (Sept. 2014)                                      $      68,000 
¶  Military personnel attendance at the ASF                                                     $      23,000 
¶  American Board of Nursing Specialties (ABNS)                              $      15,000 
¶  Institute for Credentialing Excellence (ICE)                                                   $      10,000 
¶  /h! ό!{C wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇύ $        7,100 
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CRNA directors are highlighted in red. 

NBCRNA Board of Directors  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

President 
Edward Waters, DNP, CRNA 
Ed practices clinical anesthesia at the Kaiser Foundation Hospital in Woodland Hills, CA and has 16 years of 
experience in the nurse anesthesia profession. He is also an academic and clinical educator at the Kaiser 

Permanente School of Anesthesia in Pasadena. 

 

Vice President  
Steve Wooden, DNP, CRNA, NSPM-C 
Steve is a managing partner of Boone County Anesthesia Services, LLC, a private practice anesthesia group 
in East Central Nebraska. He has 30 years of experience in the nurse anesthesia profession. 

 

 

 

Secretary - Treasurer  
Mary Golinski, PhD, CRNA 
Mary is Assistant Professor at Oakland University in Rochester Hills, MI and the Assistant Program Director for 
the Oakland University Beaumont Graduate Program of Nurse Anesthesia. She is an active practicing CRNA 
for two level one trauma hospitals in the Detroit metropolitan area. 
 

 

Director  
Joseph L. Fink, III, JD 
Joseph is the Public Member of the NBCRNA Board. He holds membership in the American Health Lawyers 

Association as well as the Health Law Section of the American Bar Association. He previously served as the 

Public Member of the Council on Recertification from 1993-1999. 

 

Director 
Robert Hawkins, PhD, DNP, MS, MBA, CRNA 
Robert is a nurse anesthesia educator and has served in various roles including clinical instructor, assistant 
program director and program director. He is a graduate of the Medical University of South Carolina (BSN), 
Webster University (MBA), Georgetown University (MS), and Rush University (DNP and PhD). 
 

 

Director  
Paul Jones, MD 
Paul is the surgeon member of the NBCRNA Board. He currently serves as the Section Head of Pediatric Otolaryngology. 
Previously, he was Acting Chair, Assistant Dean of Rush Medical College. Dr. Jones is a recipient of the Leonard Tow 
Humanism in Medicine Award from Arnold P. Gold Foundation. 
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Director 
Susan Rawson, MA, LNC, CRNA 
Sue has 33 years of experience in the nurse anesthesia profession, including clinical practice in locations of 
high intensity patient care, delivering safe anesthesia care in level one trauma centers, community operating 
rooms, outpatient surgical facilities, endoscopy centers, interventional radiology departments and obstetrical 
suites. 
  

Director 
Patricia Wirth, DNP, CRNA 
Patty has 20 years of experience in the nurse anesthesia profession and is currently working as a practitioner at Sentara 

Princess Anne Hospital in Virginia Beach, VA. Previously, she served for 23 years in the U.S. Navy practicing as a nurse 

anesthetist, educator and administrator. 

 

Director 

Mary Wojnakowski, PhD, CRNA 

Mary is an actively practicing anesthesia provider, educator, and researcher. She provides anesthesia services at 

Maricopa Medical Center, a level 1 trauma hospital and regional burn center, and Mayo Clinic Hospital. Mary is also on 

faculty at Midwestern University Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine in Glendale, Arizona. 
 

Director 
Charles Vacchiano, PhD, CRNA 
Chuck has 28 years of experience in the nurse anesthesia profession. He is currently a member of the Duke 
University School of Nursing, Nurse Anesthesia Program faculty. Previously, he served 26 years in the U.S. 
Navy, and has worked as a practicing nurse anesthetist, educator, and researcher. 
 

Director 
Mark Zahniser, MD 
Mark serves as the anesthesiologist representative on the NBCRNA board. He has been involved in OR 
anesthesia and critical care for his entire career. He currently works in the Department of Cardiac 
Anesthesia at Cleveland Clinic and is an Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology at the Cleveland Clinic 
Lerner College of Medicine. 
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Elections  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The NBCRNA Board of Directors is composed of: nurse anesthetists who hold the NBCRNA-issued CRNA credential and 

who are actively engaged in clinical practice or in research, teaching, or administration at a nurse anesthesia educational 

program; a board-certified surgeon and a board-certified anesthesiologist, both of whom have a current working 

relationship with nurse anesthetists; and a representative of the public at large. 

 
 

Certificant-Elected Director 

The NBCRNA held the first open election for a 

certificant elected Director. The process began in 

February 2015, when candidates submitted their 

applications to the NBCRNA. Based on the input of the 

NBCRNA and the AANA Boards of Directors, candidate 

interviews, and a review of the applications, three 

candidates were selected for the final ballot, which was 

presented for vote in June to currently certified and 

recertified nurse anesthetists. 

As a result of the election process, Pamela Chambers, 

MSN, EJD, CRNA was elected as a Director to the NBCRNA 

Board. Her term began September 2015.  

Board-Elected Directors 

In addition to the certificant elected Director, three 

other Board positions were open: 

David Coffman, DO, PhD, was elected as the new 

surgeon member Director. 

Ed Susank was elected as the Public Member Director. 

Maureen McCartney, DNP, CRNA was elected as the 

2015-2016 Emerging Leader Fellow.   

Preparing for a Second Election in 2016 
Preparations are underway to hold another election in 

2016 for a second Certificant-Elected Director to join 

the Board.  By the end of FY 2015, the NBCRNA Board 

will include two Certificant-Elected Directors.  

 

 

 

 

In July 2015, NBCRNA President Ed Waters, NBCRNA Vice President Steve Wooden, and guest, AANA President-Elect 

Juan Quintana, greeted incoming/FY 2016 NBCRNA Board members at the new Board orientation. Pictured here from 

left: Ed Waters; Public Member Ed Susank; Juan Quintana; NBCRNA Certificant-Elected Director Pamela Chambers; 

Emerging Leader Maureen McCartney; Surgeon Member David Coffman; and Steve Wooden.   

 

95% of those responding indicated that they 

were satisfied with the election process. 

99% of those responding indicated that the 

election process was easy. 
















