The National Board of Certification and Recertification for Nurse
Anesthetists (NBCRNA) is the certifying body for the Nurse Anesthesia
Profession responsible for specifying the requirements for earning and
maintaining the Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA) credential.

About
Us

We lead the way in the field of

The NBCRNA is the nation’s certifying
body for the initial, continued, and
subspecialty certification of the
nearly 57,000 CRNAs.

CRNAs
Nationwide
CRNAs practice in every U.S.
state and province and in every
practice-setting requiring anesthesia.

41%
MALE

Our
Values

55,000

There are more than
55,000 nurse anesthesia professionals
holding the CRNA Credential safely administering anesthetics
to patients across the United States each year.

59%
FEMALE

2,300

NBCRNA was created in recognition
of the importance the nurse
anesthetist profession places on

patient safety.

Vision Mission

The vision of the NBCRNA
is to be recognized as
the leader in advanced
practice nurse
credentialing.

advanced
practice nurse
credentialing.

The NBCRNA promotes patient
safety through credentialing
programs that support lifelong
learning of the Certified
Registered Nurse
Anesthetist (CRNA).

More than 2,300 new certificants
typically enter the field each year.

We protect the value of the CRNA
credential through our commitment to
ensure that competency evolves consistent
with advances in technology and the
increasing complexities of patient care.

Responsibility

The NBCRNA is responsible for ensuring
that the credentialing standards of nurse
anesthetists meet nursing specialty
accreditation standards and support
competency among nurse
anesthesia providers.
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Accreditation
NBCRNA’s initial and continued certification program, the
Continued Professional Certification (CPC) Program, are
accredited by the NCCA and ABSNC. NBCRNA’s subspecialty
certification in Nonsurgical Pain Management (NSPM-C) is
accredited by the NCCA and ABSNC.

Our History

150

YEARS

In 1975, The American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA) approved the establishment of Councils to oversee
the accreditation and certification processes for nurse anesthetists. The profession established a rigorous national
entry process earlier than most nursing, allied health, and medical professions, and became an early adopter of
computerized adaptive testing technology, recognizing that examination and certification protect the public.

1975
1984

Nurse anesthetists have been providing
anesthesia care to patients in the US for
more than 150 years.

NBCRNA received initial
accreditation by the NCCA
in June 1984.

2007

1992

In 2007, the Council on Certification of Nurse
Anesthetists (CCNA) and the Council on
Recertification of Nurse Anesthetists (COR) became
independent and incorporated as the NBCRNA.

Strategic Plan
Goal Themes:
2019-2021
1

Value of the
Credential

2

Organizational
Culture

3

Technology

NBCRNA was one of the first national
specialty nursing certification bodies to
receive accreditation from the ABSNC in
August 1992.

2014

Launched the Nonsurgical
Pain Management (NSPM-C)
subspecialty certification
in 2014.

2016

Launched the multi-pronged
Continued Professional
Certification (CPC) Program
in 2016.

2024

The first CPC assessment will
assess knowledge in the four core
domains of nurse anesthesia
practice and will be taken by many
CRNAs by 2024 (not pass/fail).
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