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! "!"In tro d u c tio n
! "!"N a tio n a l B o a rd  o n  C e rtifi c a tio n  a n d  R e c e rtifi c a tio n  o f N u rs e  A n e s th e tis ts  (N B C R N A )

T
he National Board on Certification and Recertification of Nurse Anesthetists (NBCRNA) is a not-

for-profit corporation organized under the laws of the state of Illinois. The NBCRNA’s two councils 

—  the Council on Certification of Nurse Anesthetists (CCNA) and the Council on Recertification of 

Nurse Anesthetists (CO R) —  carry out the credentialing activ ities of the NBCRNA.

E v ery day, in health care facilities all across this country, nurse anesthetists hav e responsibility for the 

liv es and health of patients to whom anesthesia is administered. In order to discharge this important 

responsibility, nurse anesthetists must dev elop specialized k nowledge and sophisticated sk ills. They 

must also k eep up with rapidly ev olv ing scientific and technological adv ances. F inally, they must be 

free of any impairment which may prev ent them from administering anesthesia professionally.

Through the recertification process, the NBCRNA seek s to adv ance the quality of nurse anesthesia 

care prov ided to patients. S pecifically, it endeav ors to mak e sure that nurse anesthetists are 

maintaining their sk ills and k eeping current with scientific and technological dev elopments. It also 

striv es to assure that appropriate limitations are placed on those who are k nown to hav e dev eloped 

conditions that might adv ersely affect their ability to practice nurse anesthesia.

To be sure, no national organization can hope to determine the specific procedures which any 

indiv idual nurse anesthetist is qualified to perform. Nor can any national organization determine 

whether a particular nurse anesthetist may hav e dev eloped an impairment that could interfere 

with the proper administration of anesthesia. U ltimately, these judgments must be entrusted to the 

indiv idual nurse anesthetist and to those with whom he or she work s.  The NBCRNA has, howev er, 

set forth objectiv e criteria designed to determine whether an indiv idual Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist is properly licensed, has engaged in the practice required to maintain an adequate lev el 

of sk ill, has obtained continuing education credit sufficient to indicate an effort to k eep current with 

adv ances, and has av oided mental, physical and other problems which could interfere with the 

practice of nurse anesthesia.

A nurse anesthetist who has satisfied the NBCRNA’s objectiv e criteria receiv es recertification for 

a period of two years. Recertification is not and cannot be a guarantee of competence to perform 

all nurse anesthesia procedures. F ull recertification is, howev er, an indication that the recertified 

nurse anesthetist has maintained a current license to practice, has exercised his or her sk ills, has 

participated in approv ed continuing education activ ities and is not k nown to hav e dev eloped any 

impairment that could interfere with the administration of anesthesia.

The NBCRNA also recognizes that some indiv iduals who hav e not met the Criteria for Recertification 

may nonetheless be qualified to practice, although sometimes subject to certain limitations. F or 

this reason, the NBCRNA has created two categories of interim recertification. These categories are 

designed to refl ect the particular situations of indiv idual nurse anesthetists and to mak e potential 

employers or colleagues aware of these situations.

F inally, the NBCRNA seek s to conduct the recertification process in a fair manner. Accordingly, it giv es 

nurse anesthetists an opportunity to seek  rev iew and appeal of any adv erse decision. Throughout 

the recertification process, the NBCRNA attempts to k eep an indiv idual’s file confidential unless 

disclosure is authorized by the indiv idual or required by law.

In summary, NBCRNA credentialing prov ides assurances to the public that certified indiv iduals hav e 

met objectiv e, predetermined qualifications for prov iding nurse anesthesia serv ices. W hile state 

licensure prov ides the legal credential for the practice of professional nursing, priv ate v oluntary 

certification indicates compliance with the professional standards for practice in this clinical nursing 

specialty. The certification credential for nurse anesthetists has been institutionalized in many 

position descriptions as a practice requirement or as the standard for demonstrating equiv alency. 

It has been recognized through malpractice litigation, state nurse practice acts, and state rules and 

regulations.
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! "!"V is io n

The NBCRNA is the recognized leader in nurse anesthesia credentialing.

! "!"M is s io n

The NBCRNA offers certification and recertification programs that are tailored to specific professional 

standards of nurse anesthesia practice and promote patient safety.

! "!"In tro d u c tio n  to  N B C R N A  C o u n c il o n  R e c e rtifi c a tio n  o f N u rs e  A n e s th e tis ts  (C O R )
! "!"H is to ry

T
he Board of D irectors of the AANA realized that ev idence of continued professional excellence 

was becoming increasingly important in our society and in 1 9 6 8  directed the AANA E ducation 

Committee to study the issue of recertification. At the AANA Annual M eeting in 1 9 6 9 , a bylaw was 

adopted to establish an optional program to prov ide certificates to members who had demonstrated 

they had completed clinical and didactic experiences refl ectiv e of the changes in nurse anesthesia 

practice within a fiv e-year period. Recognizing that continuing education prov ides one means 

to assess current educational and k nowledge lev els of practitioners, a mandatory continuing 

education program was adopted by the AANA membership at the 1 9 7 6  Annual M eeting, with full 

implementation effectiv e August 1 , 1 9 7 8 .  In S eptember 1 9 7 8 , the membership adopted the bylaw 

rev isions prov iding for an organizational restructuring of the Association and establishing a Council 

on Recertification of Nurse Anesthetists. Bylaw prov isions granting the CO R autonomy were adopted 

in 1 9 8 3 .  In 2 0 0 7 , the Council on Certification of Nurse Anesthetists and the Council on Recertification 

of Nurse Anesthetists joined to form a new corporation, the National Board on Certification and 

Recertification of Nurse Anesthetists (NBCRNA).

! "!"P u rp o s e s

The CO R is charged with protecting and serv ing the public by assuring that indiv iduals who are  

recertified hav e maintained predetermined requirements for prov iding nurse anesthesia serv ices. As 

such, it is responsible for the following:

1 . F ormulating and adopting criteria for eligibility for recertification of Certified Registered 

Nurse Anesthetists based upon current licensure, maintenance of practice sk ills, participation 

in approv ed continuing education activ ities and other recognized activ ities conduciv e to 

professional proficiency, and freedom from k nown mental or physical impairments which may 

prev ent the professional practice of nurse anesthesia; and

2 . Recertifying qualified Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists on a biennial basis.

! "!"S tru c tu re

The CO R is composed of certified registered nurse anesthetists who are activ ely engaged in 

clinical practice or in teaching or administration of a nurse anesthesia educational program;  a board 

certified physician who has a current work ing relationship with nurse anesthetists; and a representativ e 

of the public at large, all of whom are D irectors of the NBCRNA.

! "!"N C C A  A c c re d ita tio n

The credentialing programs of the NBCRNA are accredited by the National Commission for Certifying 

Agencies (NCCA) a priv ate not-for-profit organization. The NCCA is the accrediting branch of the 

Institute for Credentialing E xcellence (ICE ) (formerly the National O rganization for Competency  

Assurance - NO CA) which is the national standard setting organization for credentialing groups 

including certification boards, licensing boards and associations. The NBCRNA (and before it, the 

CO R) has been continuously accredited by the NCCA since 1 9 8 0 . NCCA accreditation means that the  

NBCRNA credentialing programs meet the highest national v oluntary standards for priv ate  

certification. It indicates that the program has been rev iewed by an impartial commission and 

deemed to hav e met the nationally accepted criteria and guidelines of the NCCA.
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! "!"A B N S  R e c o g n itio n

The NBCRNA (and before it, the Council on Recertification) was one of the first national 

credentialing organizations to be recognized and approv ed by the Accreditation Board for 

S pecialty Nursing Certification (ABS NC) of the American Board of Nursing S pecialties (ABNS ). 

The ABNS , established in 1 9 9 1 , is the national peer rev iew program for specialty nursing 

credentialing organizations.  ABNS  serv es as the national umbrella organization for nursing 

specialty certification boards authorized and recognized to certify nurse specialists in the U nited 

S tates. It promotes the highest quality of specialty nursing practice through the establishment of 

standards of professional specialty nursing certification.

! "!"C rite ria  fo r R e c e rtifi c a tio n

A . C a te g o rie s  o f R e c e rtifi c a tio n

In order to tak e into account the different situations of applicants for recertification, the NBCRNA 

recognizes two categories of recertification: F ull and Interim Recertification.

1. F u ll Recertification  

Applicants who fulfill all recertification criteria are granted F ull Recertification.

2. Interim  Recertification  

The two categories of interim recertification are P rov isional Recertification and Conditional 

Recertification. The purpose of these two categories is to prov ide for those indiv iduals who, 

for a specific reason and for a limited period of time, may not be in full compliance with all 

recertification criteria. A more complete description of these categories is set forth below in 

the Criteria cov ering P rov isional and Conditional Recertification.

B . C rite ria  fo r F u ll R e c e rtifi c a tio n  

In order to receiv e F ull Recertification, an applicant must comply with all of the following requirements:

1. Initial Certification   

Receipt of initial certification by the NBCRNA Council on Certification of Nurse Anesthetists 

or its predecessor.

2. L icens u re  

D ocumentation of compliance with all state requirements for licensure as a registered 

nurse performing nurse anesthesia, including a current unrestricted license to practice as 

a registered nurse, with authority to practice nurse anesthesia if such authority is granted, 

in at least one state and in all states in which the applicant currently practices. F or those 

indiv iduals employed by the U nited S tates gov ernment, “ state requirements’’ refer to the 

requirements of any state or territory of the U nited S tates.  

3 . Continu ing  E d u cation   

D ocumentation of completion of 4 0  hours of approv ed continuing education, as set forth 

in the Continuing E ducation P rogram of the AANA, within the two-year period prior to the 

applicant’s upcoming August 1  recertification date or, if the applicant’s recertification period 

is shorter than two years, within such shortened period prior to the applicant’s upcoming 

August 1  recertification date. 

4 . P ractice 

Certification by the applicant that he or she has been or will hav e been substantially engaged 

in the practice of nurse anesthesia during the two-year period prior to the applicant’s 

upcoming August 1  recertification date and that the record of practice is accurate.    

 

S ubstantial engagement in the practice of nurse anesthesia generally should consist of a 

minimum of 8 5 0  hours of practice ov er the two-year recertification period. Because indiv idual 

practice experiences v ary, it is the responsibility of the applicant to assess whether his or 

her practice experience constitutes substantial engagement and to so certify.   

 

The practice of nurse anesthesia may include clinical practice, nurse anesthesia-

related administrativ e, educational or research activ ities, or a combination of two or 

more of such areas of practice. To be nurse anesthesia-related, activ ities must hav e 
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as their primary objectiv e and be directly related to the deliv ery of anesthesia 

care to patients or the improv ement of deliv ery of anesthesia care to patients.   

 

The decision as to whether an applicant has satisfied the practice requirement is at the 

discretion of the NBCRNA.

5 . Certifications  b y  th e A p p licant   

E ach applicant must certify that he or she: 

a. does not currently suffer from a mental or physical condition which might interfere with 

the practice of nurse anesthesia;

b. does not currently suffer from drug or alcohol addiction or abuse;

c. has not been conv icted of, and is not currently under indictment for, any felony; 

d. has not been the subject of any documented allegations of misconduct, incompetent 

practice or unethical behav ior;

e. has nev er had his or her license rev ok ed, restricted, suspended or limited by any state, 

has nev er surrendered his or her license, and is not the subject of a pending action or 

inv estigation, except for those actions or pending actions that prev iously were reported 

to the NBCRNA in writing; and

f. has been or will hav e been substantially engaged in the practice of nurse anesthesia 

during the two-year period prior to the applicant’s upcoming August 1  recertification 

date, and that the record of practice submitted with the application is accurate.   

If the applicant does not so certify, he or she must state the reasons with sufficient  

specificity, and prov ide full documentation, to allow the NBCRNA to ev aluate the possible 

impact of the problem or action on the applicant’s current ability to practice nurse anesthesia, 

and to resolv e the issue to the NBCRNA’s satisfaction.

6 . W aiv er of L iab ility  and  H old  H arm les s  A g reem ent 

E ach applicant for recertification must sign a W aiv er of L iability and H old H armless Agreement 

as part of the application for recertification.

C . A p p lic a tio n  fo r R e c e rtifi c a tio n  

In order to be recertified, each applicant must submit the following materials to the NBCRNA:

1. A p p lication and  F ee

a. A completed, signed Recertification Application, including acceptable documentation of 

continuing education credit, must be receiv ed by the NBCRNA no later than the J uly 3 1  

expiration date of applicant’s current recertification or the first date on which a newly 

certified nurse anesthetist is eligible to recertify.

b. P ayment of all recertification fees.

2. D ocu m entation of L icens u re

a. E v ery applicant  must submit a copy of his or her current license to practice as a registered 

nurse, with authority to practice nurse anesthesia if such authority is granted, in at 

least one state and in all states in which the applicant practices.  F or those indiv iduals 

employed by the U nited S tates gov ernment, the license may be issued by any state or 

territory of the U nited S tates.

b. If state law prohibits the copying of a license to practice as a registered nurse, the 

applicant must submit a written statement from the state board attesting to the applicant’s 

current licensure and giv ing an expiration date for the RN license O R copies of W eb 

v erifications of RN and AP RN licenses will be accepted in lieu of a paper license!

c. If the applicant has practiced in more than one state during the prior two-year period, 

the applicant must prov ide appropriate documentation of licensure for the relev ant time 

of practice in each state shown on the applicant’s record of practice.

d. If the applicant applies for recertification electronically, he or she will be required to 

prov ide appropriate information to allow the NBCRNA to v erify registered nurse, and, if 

applicable, adv anced practice nurse licensure for ev ery state in which the applicant has 

practiced nurse anesthesia during the relev ant time period.   
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3 . D ocu m entation of Continu ing  E d u cation  

Acceptable documentation of completion of 4 0  hours of approv ed continuing education must 

be prov ided. All continuing education must be approv ed by a recognized accrediting/approv al 

agency or organization. D ocumentation of continuing education credit must indicate the 

number of credits earned at a particular program or through a particular activ ity, and must 

be receiv ed by the NBCRNA no later than the J uly 3 1  expiration date. 

a. If an applicant’s continuing education record is maintained by the AANA,  the applicant may 

not submit documentation of credit directly to the NBCRNA. Acceptable documentation 

of credit must be transferred by the AANA to the NBCRNA by the J uly 3 1  deadline.  

Note:  It may tak e up to 4 5  days for continuing education credit to be transferred by the 

AANA.

b. If an applicant’s continuing education record is not maintained by the AANA, he or she 

is responsible for submitting acceptable documentation of continuing education credit 

directly to the NBCRNA by the J uly 3 1  deadline. 

4 . D ocu m entation of P ractice  

E v ery applicant must submit a record of practice setting forth: 

a. a list of the facilities at which the applicant has practiced clinical nurse anesthesia or 

performed nurse anesthesia-related administrativ e, educational, or research serv ices 

within the preceding two-year period;

b. the applicant’s title at each facility, such as “ chief anesthetist’’ or “ instructor’’;

c. the address and telephone number of each facility; 

d. the name and phone number of a contact person who can v erify employment at each 

facility; and

e. the inclusiv e dates of practice at each facility.

5 . E ffectiv e d ate of Recertification

a. If an applicant has complied with all recertification criteria and the NBCRNA has 

receiv ed and processed a complete application, including acceptable documentation of 

continuing education credit by the J uly 3 1  deadline, the effectiv e date of recertification 

will be August 1 .

b. If an applicant has not complied with the recertification criteria by the J uly 3 1  deadline, 

or the NBCRNA has not receiv ed and processed a complete application, including 

acceptable documentation of continuing education by J uly 3 1 , the effectiv e date of 

recertification will be the date on which the recertification criteria hav e been satisfied 

and a complete application has been receiv ed and processed by the NBCRNA. In such 

cases an applicant’s recertification period will be shortened accordingly.  The NBCRNA 

will not, under any circumstances, extend the J uly 3 1  expiration date for compliance 

with recertification criteria.

D . P ro c e d u re s

1. S tatem ent on Confid entiality    

Any information or material that is receiv ed or generated by the NBCRNA in connection 

with the recertification of a nurse anesthetist will be k ept confidential and will not be 

released except as otherwise prov ided in these Criteria for Recertification, unless such 

release is authorized by the nurse anesthetist or required by law. H owev er, the fact that a 

nurse anesthetist has or has not been recertified, the dates of recertification, and current 

recertification status, are considered nonconfidential and a matter of public record and may 

be disclosed.

2. Cons ent  

S ubmission of an application for recertification constitutes consent to inv estigation and 

v erification by the NBCRNA or its designee of the applicant’s license status, experience, 

record of practice, and other matters which may impact on the applicant’s compliance with 

the Criteria for Recertification. Inv estigation and/or v erification may be conducted either 

on a random basis or if, in the sole discretion of the NBCRNA, such inv estigation and/or 

v erification is warranted by the facts presented by a specific application.
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3 . D u ty  to N otify  N B CRN A  of Ch ang e in Com p liance w ith  Criteria  

If, at any time during the recertification period, there is a change in an indiv idual’s continued 

compliance with the recertification criteria, the indiv idual must promptly notify the NBCRNA 

of the change, and the indiv idual’s recertification status will, if appropriate, be modified 

accordingly.  F ailure to notify the NBCRNA of any such change may, at the discretion of the 

NBCRNA, result in disciplinary action, including rev ocation of recertification.

4 . Rev ocation, S u s p ens ion, or P rob ation  

The NBCRNA may determine that cause exists to rev ok e an indiv idual’s recertification, 

to suspend an indiv idual’s recertification for a specified period of time, or to place an 

indiv idual’s recertification on probation. An indiv idual whose recertification has been placed 

on probation may, at the NBCRNA’s discretion, be granted P rov isional Recertification.

5 . E v alu ation of Inform ation b y  th e N B CRN A    

The NBCRNA may consider, inv estigate and ev aluate any information which, in its judgment, 

may affect an indiv idual’s compliance with the recertification criteria. S uch information may 

also be referred to an appropriate outside body for further inv estigation. The NBCRNA shall 

hav e no obligation to inv estigate the professional standing of any applicant or recertified 

nurse anesthetist or to refer any information to an outside body.

6 . Recertification A p p lication F orm s    

Recertification application forms are av ailable to nurse anesthetists either electronically or 

v ia mail between 9 0  and 1 2 0  days prior to the expiration date of the applicant’s current 

recertification. It is the responsibility of ev ery nurse anesthetist to notify the NBCRNA of a 

change of name, address or e-mail address. H owev er, the claim that an applicant did not 

receiv e an application form, or that an applicant submitted a form that was not receiv ed by 

the NBCRNA, will not excuse the applicant from payment of a reinstatement fee, from non-

retroactiv e recertification, or from non-renewal of recertification.

E . R e c e rtifi c a tio n  P e rio d

F ull recertification is effectiv e for a period of up to two years. Recertification granted on  

August 1  expires two years later on J uly 3 1 . Recertification granted at any time other than  

August 1  expires on J uly 3 1 , two years following the August 1  immediately preceding the date 

on which recertification was granted. Recertification expires automatically at the end of the 

recertification period unless renewed.

F. N e w  G ra d u a te s

New graduates of nurse anesthesia educational programs accredited by the Council on 

Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia E ducational P rograms (CO A) who achiev e a passing score on 

the National Certification E xamination (NCE ) and are granted initial certification by the NBCRNA 

Council on Certification of Nurse Anesthetists must comply with all of the requirements of 

S ection B and must submit all of the materials required in S ection C.   

G . P ro v is io n a l R e c e rtifi c a tio n  

1. P rov is ional Recertification -- P end ing  Rev iew  of A p p lication  

The NBCRNA may grant P rov isional Recertification if there are unresolv ed questions relating 

to whether an applicant who has submitted a completed application has satisfied the 

Criteria for Recertification. The P rov isional Recertification card granted under this paragraph 

shall state that the nurse anesthetist’s status is in the process of being rev iewed. U pon 

completion of its rev iew, the NBCRNA will grant or deny recertification.

2. P rov is ional Recertification -- P end ing  F u lfillm ent of P ractice Req u irem ent 

a. A p p licab ility . The NCBRNA may grant P rov isional Recertification to applicants who are 

currently able to practice nurse anesthesia but hav e not been substantially engaged 

in the practice of nurse anesthesia during the two-year period prior to the applicant’s 

upcoming August 1  recertification date and, therefore, do not meet the practice criterion 

of the Criteria for Recertification. The P rov isional Recertification card granted under 

this paragraph shall state that the nurse anesthetist does not hav e the current practice 

experience required for F ull Recertification.
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b. E lig ib ility . In order to be eligible for P rov isional Recertification under this section, 

applicants must:

i. Comply with all recertification criteria other than the practice criterion set forth in 

S ection B-4 ;

ii. S ubmit all application materials required for recertification in S ection C; and

iii. F ulfill the applicable requirements set forth in paragraphs 2 (c) through (e).

c. N o s u b s tantial eng ag em ent for tw o to th ree y ears .  F or applicants who hav e not been 

substantially engaged in nurse anesthesia practice for more than two years but who 

practiced within three years prior to the next upcoming August 1  recertification date:

i. P rov isional recertification may be granted if the applicant:

(a) meets the criteria set forth in paragraph 2 (b); and

(b) submits a record of practice as set forth in S ection C-4  , demonstrating substantial 

engagement in nurse anesthesia practice within the past three years.

ii. P rov isional Recertification granted under this paragraph will expire automatically 

on the J uly 3 1  following the date of issuance unless:

(a) the P rov isional Recertification period was less than twelv e months, in which 

case it may be extended upon request until the following J uly 3 1 ;

(b) the applicant submits documentation of substantial engagement in nurse 

anesthesia practice during the P rov isional Recertification period, in which case 

F ull Recertification may be granted; or

(c) the applicant petitions the NBCRNA for an extension of P rov isional Recertification 

stating the reasons why an extension is warranted, in which case the NBCRNA 

will rev iew the petition and may, in its discretion grant an extension for such 

period as the NBCRNA deems appropriate.

d. N o s u b s tantial eng ag em ent for th ree to fiv e y ears .  F or applicants who hav e not been 

substantially engaged in nurse anesthesia practice for more than three years but who 

practiced within fiv e years prior to the upcoming August 1  recertification date:

i. P rov isional Recertification may be granted if the applicant:

(a) meets the criteria set forth in paragraph 2 (b);

(b) submits a record of practice as set forth in S ection C-4 , demonstrating  

substantial engagement in nurse anesthesia practice within the past fiv e years; 

and

(c) submits documentation of enrollment in the NBCRNA Refresher P rogram.

ii. P rov isional Recertification granted under this paragraph will expire automatically 

on the J uly 3 1  following the date of issuance unless:

(a) the P rov isional Recertification period was less than twelv e months, in which 

case it may be extended upon request until the following J uly 3 1 ;

(b) the applicant submits documentation of (i) successful completion of the  

applicable refresher requirements,  and (ii) substantial engagement in nurse 

anesthesia practice during the P rov isional Recertification period, in which case 

F ull Recertification may be granted; or

(c) the applicant petitions the NBCRNA for an extension of P rov isional 

Recertification stating the reasons why an extension is warranted, in which 

case the NBCRNA will rev iew the petition and may, in its discretion, grant an  

extension for such period as the NBCRNA deems appropriate.

e. N o s u b s tantial eng ag em ent for m ore th an fiv e y ears . F or applicants who hav e not been 

substantially engaged in nurse anesthesia practice for more than fiv e years prior to the 

upcoming August 1  recertification date:

i. P rov isional Recertification may be granted if the applicant:

(a) meets the criteria set forth in paragraph 2 (b); and

(b) submits documentation of enrollment in the NBCRNA Refresher P rogram.
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ii. In order to obtain F ull Recertification, the applicant also must achiev e a passing 

score on the National  Certification E xamination (NCE ) administered by the NBCRNA 

Council on  Certification of Nurse Anesthetists.

iii. P rov isional Recertification granted under this paragraph will expire automatically    

on the J uly 3 1  following the date of issuance unless:

(a) the P rov isional Recertification period was less than twelv e months, in which 

case it may be extended upon request until the following J uly 3 1 ;

(b) the applicant submits documentation of (i) successful completion of the 

applicable refresher requirements, (ii) achiev ement of a passing score 

on the National Certification E xamination (NCE ), and (iii) substantial  

engagement in nurse anesthesia practice during the P rov isional  

Recertification period, in which case F ull Recertification may be granted; or

(c) the applicant petitions the NBCRNA for an extension of P rov isional 

Recertification stating the reasons why an extension is warranted, in  

which case the NBCRNA will rev iew the petition and may, in its discretion, grant an 

extension for such period as the NBCRNA deems appropriate.

f. Refres h er Req u irem ents . A clinical refresher program must be established in conjunction 

with another Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist or an anesthesiologist and must 

be conducted at an accredited medical facility. The refresher program must be prior- 

approv ed by the NBCRNA.

   An applicant has up to 2 4  months to complete the Refresher Requirements. If the 

requirements hav e not been completed within 2 4  months, the applicant must reapply 

and begin the refresher course again unless the NBCRNA, in its discretion, determines 

that extraordinary circumstances warrant further extension.

g. E arly  A p p lication for F u ll Recertification. Applicants who complete the applicable 

requirements for F ull Recertification prior to the expiration of their P rov isional 

Recertification may apply to the NBCRNA for F ull Recertification at such earlier date.

h. L im itations .  The NBCRNA, in its discretion, may deny an applicant more than one 

period of P rov isional Recertification or may extend a P rov isional Recertification period 

for only a limited time.

3 . P rov is ional Recertification -- P end ing  Com p letion of T reatm ent or Reh ab ilitation P rog ram   

The NBCRNA may grant P rov isional Recertification to an applicant who is participating in a 

drug or alcohol-related or other type of treatment or rehabilitation program prov ided that the 

applicant has satisfied all of the Criteria for Recertification. U pon receipt of documentation 

of successful completion of such a program, the NBCRNA may grant F ull Recertification. 

The P rov isional Recertification card granted under this paragraph shall state that the nurse 

anesthetist is prov isionally recertified.

4 . P rov is ional Recertification -- P end ing  Com p letion of P rob ation  

The NBCRNA may grant P rov isional Recertification to an indiv idual whose recertification is 

on probation, prov ided that the indiv idual has satisfied all of the Criteria for Recertification. 

U pon completion of the probationary period, the NBCRNA may, at its discretion, grant F ull 

Recertification. The P rov isional Recertification card granted under this paragraph shall state 

that the nurse anesthetist is prov isionally recertified.

5 . P rov is ional Recertification -- P end ing  O u tcom e of Inv es tig ation or D is cip linary  or L eg al A ction 

The NBCRNA may, at its discretion, grant prov isional recertification if an applicant’s license 

is the subject of a pending inv estigation, or if the applicant is awaiting the outcome of a 

pending disciplinary or legal action, hearing, trial or appeal. The P rov isional Recertification 

granted under this paragraph shall state that the nurse anesthetist’s status is in the process 

of being rev iewed. U pon resolution of the inv estigation or the disciplinary or legal action, 

the NBCRNA will grant or deny recertification.
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H . C o n d itio n a l R e c e rtifi c a tio n  

1. G rant of Cond itional Recertification   

Applicants who hav e a restricted license to practice professional nursing and, where 

applicable, nurse anesthesia, may be granted Conditional Recertification prov ided that all 

other recertification requirements hav e been fulfilled. The Conditional Recertification will 

refl ect any conditions imposed by the appropriate S tate licensure authority. E xamples 

of a restricted license include a license to practice only under superv ision and a license 

to practice prov ided the indiv idual remains in a drug or alcohol-related or other type of 

treatment or rehabilitation program for a stated period. The Conditional Recertification card 

shall state that recertification is conditioned on the indiv idual’s compliance with the terms 

of his or her license conditions.

2. Cond itional Recertification P eriod    

Conditional Recertification shall remain in effect as long as the indiv idual complies with 

all terms of the conditions on his or her license. It shall be rev ok ed for failure to comply.  

The nurse anesthetist shall be responsible for prov iding the NBCRNA with adequate 

documentation that he or she has complied with all licensure conditions for the requisite 

period of time. W ritten statements of the state board of nursing may be used to satisfy this 

requirement.

3 . Ch ang e in S tatu s  

a. F ull Recertification may be changed to Conditional Recertification for failure to maintain 

an unrestricted license to practice professional nursing and, where applicable, nurse 

anesthesia.

b. A request to change Conditional Recertification to F ull Recertification shall be 

accompanied by official written documentation from the state board of nursing 

sufficient to demonstrate that any licensure condition has been remov ed.

c. The decision to change an indiv idual’s recertification status is at the discretion of the 

NBCRNA.

I. D is c ip lin a ry  A c tio n

1. A u tom atic D enial or Rev ocation  

The NBCRNA will automatically deny or rev ok e a  nurse anesthetist’s recertification and/or 

eligibility for future recertification if the NBCRNA determines that the nurse anesthetist is 

the subject of any of  the following: 

a. L oss or denial of the nurse anesthetist’s license to practice nursing or authorization to 

practice, due to behav ior that is, in the v iew of the NBCRNA, related to nurse anesthesia 

practice.

b. Adjudication by a court that the nurse anesthetist is mentally incompetent.

c. Conv iction of or pleading no contest to a felony that is, in the v iew of the NBCRNA, 

related to nurse anesthetist practice. 

2. D is cretionary  D enial, Rev ocation, S u s p ens ion, M od ification, P rob ation, L etter of Concern, 

L etter of Cens u re

   The NBCRNA may, at its discretion, deny, rev ok e, suspend, modify, or place on probation, 

a nurse anesthetist’s recertification and/or eligibility for future recertification; issue a L etter 

of Concern; issue a L etter of Censure; and/or tak e such other actions as may be deemed 

appropriate if the NBCRNA determines that the nurse anesthetist is the subject of any of the 

following: 

a. L oss or denial of the nurse anesthetist’s license to practice or authorization to practice. 

b. Conv iction of or pleading no contest to a felony.

c. F ailure of the indiv idual to mak e the required certifications on the recertification  

application and to prov ide sufficient information to allow the NBCRNA to ev aluate the 

possible impact of the problem on the indiv idual’s current ability to practice nurse 

anesthesia and resolv e the issue to the NBCRNA’s satisfaction.
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d. F ailure to comply with the other Criteria for Recertification. 

e. Intentional misstatement of material fact or deliberate failure to prov ide relev ant  

information to the NBCRNA at any time. 

f. Reproduction, distribution, alteration, or use of a fraudulent or otherwise unauthorized 

recertification card.

g. D ocumented ev idence of gross incompetence, or unprofessional or unethical conduct.

3 . M od ification   

The recertification status of a nurse anesthetist may be modified at any time to refl ect 

information which comes to the attention of the  NBCRNA. S uch modification shall be at 

the discretion of the  NBCRNA.  

4 . A p p lication F ollow ing  D is cip linary  A ction  

a. A nurse anesthetist whose recertification and/or eligibililty for future recertification 

has been denied or rev ok ed by the NBCRNA for a specified time period based on 

irregular behav ior or fraudulent credentials may reapply to the NBCRNA following 

expiration of such time period.

b. A nurse anesthetist whose recertification and/or eligibility for future recertification has 

been denied or rev ok ed by the NBCRNA based on a legal, regulatory or credentialing 

action may reapply to the NBCRNA when the situation underlying the NBCRNA’s 

decision has been remedied.  If the decision was based on conv iction of or pleading no 

contest to a felony, the indiv idual may not apply for recertification until all sentences 

hav e been serv ed and, unless the NBCRNA Rev iew P anel grants an exception, all 

judgments hav e been satisfied.   If the decision was based on rev ocation of licensure 

or authorization to practice, the indiv idual may not reapply to the NBCRNA until the 

license or authorization has been restored.  

c. Applications following denial or rev ocation –  except in such cases where the period 

of rev ocation is expressly limited to a specific period of time –  shall be considered 

and acted upon at the sole discretion of the NBCRNA.

J . R e v ie w  a n d  A p p e a l P ro c e s s  fo r A d v e rs e  D e c is io n s

1. A d v ers e D ecis ions  S u b ject to Rev iew  or A p p eal:  
 

a.   A d v ers e A d m inis trativ e D ecis ions  
 

   i. D enial of a request for extension of an established deadline or for exception to  

    other administrativ e requirements.

     ii. D enial of a griev ance regarding examination administration.

  b.   A d v ers e S u b s tantiv e D ecis ions  
 

   i. D enial of eligibility, certification or recertification for nondisciplinary reasons.

     ii. Rev ocation of eligibility, certification or recertification for nondisciplinary reasons.

  c.   Rep ortab le D is cip linary  A ctions  b as ed  on:  

   i. Irregular behav ior before, during or after an NBCRNA examination.

     ii. M anufacture or use of fraudulent NBCRNA credentials.

     iii. L egal, regulatory or credentialing action.

N O  A P P E A L  m ay  b e tak en from  an ad v ers e d ecis ion b as ed  on an ind iv id u al’s  receip t of  

a failing  s core on an N B CRN A  ex am ination, or from  th e im p os ition of a fee b as ed  on a 

final ad v ers e d ecis ion.

2. P roces s  for Rev iew  and  A p p eal  

Adv erse actions subject to rev iew and appeal will be handled pursuant to the NBCRNA 

Review And Appeal Process For Adverse Decisions.  This document can be accessed on 

the NBCRNA website, www.nbcrna.com, under RE S O U RCE S , and may also be obtained 

by requesting a copy from the NBCRNA.
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K . P ro c e d u re s  fo r R e v is in g  th e  R e c e rtifi c a tio n  C rite ria   
 The NBCRNA will solicit and consider the v iews of nurse anesthetists and other interested persons 

 before adding or mak ing material modifications to the recertification criteria. The following  

 procedures hav e been adopted in order to assure an opportunity for input by nurse anesthetists.

1. N otice   

Notice of all proposed new recertification criteria or material modifications of existing 

criteria will be published on the NBCRNA website. The Notice will contain a request for 

comments to be submitted to the NBCRNA within a specified period of time not less than 

3 0  days.

2. E v alu ation of Com m ents    

The NBCRNA or its designee will rev iew and ev aluate all comments receiv ed by the date 

specified in the Notice.

3 . A d op tion of N ew  or M od ified  Criteria   

New or modified criteria shall be adopted by a majority v ote of the NBCRNA after 

consideration of all comments receiv ed.

4 . P u b lication of N ew  or M od ified  Criteria  

New or modified criteria adopted by the NBCRNA will be published on the NBCRNA 

website. P ublication of the Criteria for Recertification will include a statement of why 

v arious comments were accepted or rejected, and will state the effectiv e date of the new or 

modified criteria. The effectiv e date will not be less than 3 0  days after publication. A copy 

of the new or modified criteria will be mailed to indiv idual nurse anesthetists upon specific 

request.

5 . M od ification N eces s itated  b y  L aw    

In the ev ent that the criteria must be modified to comply with federal, state or local law 

or regulation, the NBCRNA may mak e such modifications without giv ing prior notice or 

opportunity for comment. The NBCRNA will, howev er, promptly publish any such rev isions 

on the NBCRNA website.


